Dr Robert Spencer, a trustee of Dr Edward Jenner\'s House, Garden and Museum in Berkeley, Gloucestershire, UK, wrote to me last week on the 40th anniversary of the eradication of smallpox (May 8). He was polite but disappointed: "On this day in 1980 the WHO announced the eradication of smallpox from the world. This infection, which probably caused more deaths than any other disease, was finally condemned to the history books. Sorry to see you had no space in this week\'s edition of *The Lancet* to commemorate this milestone, especially at a time of COVID-19 pandemic." Dr Spencer was right to admonish me. To be perfectly honest, this important anniversary had completely passed me by. For weeks, months, now I have been utterly preoccupied by the pandemic we are currently living through---its unfolding around the world, the human catastrophes the virus has wrought, the often criminally negligent responses by many national governments, and the impact lockdown is having on the wellbeing of my own colleagues across the *Lancet* journals. Smallpox never entered my thoughts. My omission is a sharp reminder not only to me but also to the global health community, and not only about smallpox. What has happened to the litany of issues, campaigns, and debates we were engaged in before this coronavirus struck?
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At *The Lancet*, we had planned to give child and adolescent health particular attention in 2020. In February, we published a WHO--UNICEF--*Lancet* Commission on "A future for the world\'s children?", which was launched at WHO\'s headquarters in Geneva. Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO\'s Director-General, chaired the launch. Former New Zealand Prime Minister Helen Clark and former Senegalese Minister of Health Awa Marie Coll-Seck spoke about the threats facing a new generation of children and young people---the climate emergency, ecological degradation, war, inequality, and predatory commercial practices that are fuelling a growing epidemic of non-communicable diseases. We had planned to link these urgent (as they were then and still are) concerns to the publication of the latest round of the Global Burden of Disease Study at this month\'s World Health Assembly. Later in the year, we would have opportunities to further press the case for children and adolescents with our twin Countdowns on Health and Climate Change and Non-Communicable Diseases. All of this while establishing a new platform of work on migration and health, Lancet Migration, and continuing to advance the programme we began last year on the synergies between diet, disease, and planetary ecosystems. But since the end of January, and under lockdown in London, our gaze has been fixed firmly on the emergence and control of the COVID-19 pandemic. We have been doing our best to publish research to help support the response to what has become the most acute global health crisis since HIV. We are not alone in this difficulty. The monumental challenges presented by the Sustainable Development Goals have also been pushed to one side by COVID-19. Extreme poverty, gender inequity, safe water and sanitation, and the promotion of peace through health have all become casualties of the pandemic.
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Responding to COVID-19 must not be a zero-sum game. Somehow, we have to integrate our response with the existing landscape of global health. To use a medical metaphor: we are facing an acute-on-chronic health emergency. This coronavirus is exploiting and accentuating existing health crises worldwide. Health systems are under pressure, political leadership has been tested and found wanting, and a thoroughly unjustified attack on WHO by President Trump has threatened the ability of the agency to fulfil its responsibilities. On the same day that we should have marked the anniversary of smallpox eradication, and the remarkable global collaboration it stood for, President Trump blocked a vote at the UN Security Council calling for a global ceasefire in zones of conflict. The reason? The resolution cited support for "specialist health agencies", meaning WHO. The US Government will not sign up to any endorsement of an agency that its president sees as complicit in endangering his re-election in November. Looking ahead, *The Lancet* will continue to prioritise the pandemic. But all of us who work in global health must ensure that we don\'t turn away from a wider perspective on health. For, if we do, the pandemic will have inflicted two mortal wounds on the world.
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